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Circular 52/12 December 2012
Hi Everyone,

Yes it is I – after a very long break. Only the second circular this year, it really is not good enough! Looking at the last Circular (May 2012) I see that we were packing our bags for Greece. There were some concerns about what was going to happen there with their financial crisis. Needless to say our worries were unfounded and on ‘our’ island it was as though nothing had or was happening at all. It was a family holiday and we had a wonderful time – not least little Ella, 14 months at the time. She took to Greece like a duck to water.

The year has once again flown by and there have been a few items of interest family wise – nearly all of the contacts coming though the Flemmer website which continues to be a wonderful source of information and of contact. 

Earlier this year I had a mail from Temple Farm which is near Hofmeyer and Steynsburg in the Eastern Cape – old Flemmer stamping ground in other words. It was in fact the home of Arthur Forbes and his wife Hilda Flemmer in 1902. What we knew about this couple and the photos we had, appear in the Flemmer book (P174 or at http://www.flemmerfamily.co.za/History/TogerAboAugust.pdf (P20). 
After the book came out I was in contact with Ashley Forbes who told me more about his branch of the family. Anyway, the present owners of Temple Farm had found a cornerstone on the current farmhouse with Arthur Forbes name on it and that had led them to me! At about the same time another Forbes descendant, Heather Kreusch, emailed me and after some correspondence promised to send me more details of the family. Sigh! I have heard no more and am hopeful that this circular will prompt other members of this family to get in touch so we can build the Forbes family tree.  As a matter of interest these Forbes descendants would be the 2nd cousins of Geoff Pallister and my 3rd cousins.

Other information about our extended family continues to drift in. Fay sent me a copy of the 1875 baptism certificate of John Distin Flemmer, who was baptized at St. Peter’s Cradock on the 9th September 1875, the son of Christian Ludvig and Anna Distin. If any of his many descendants would like a copy, just contact us. 

Fay also came across 1913 Who’s Who entries for Marius Flemmer and his nephew (my grandfather) Marius Toger Flemmer. Most of what’s in the entries is in the Flemmer book. While I knew that the stamvader of the Flemmers in South Africa, Dr. Christian August Flemmer, was an esteemed member of the Cradock community I had not known until now he had also been Deputy Mayor of Cradock.

Also from Fay in relatively more recent times an extract from the EP Herald of the 6th June 1945 that several prisoners of war from the area had arrived in the UK ahead of the transfer home. Among them is my uncle O.J. (Owen) Flemmer. Most had been away so many years – finally seeing the home straight and in his case good old East London almost in sight. 
And now I come on to that family news I have. 

Joyce Ransome’s (Flemmer) daughter Michelle had a baby boy, Mikael Gabriel Motara in Johannesburg on the 10th September 2012. Congratulations to Michelle and her husband Inayet and to the grandparents. 

There are no less than FOUR weddings to announce:

My sister Angela married Paul Botha at Kommetjie on the 15th March

Dan and Pat Flemmer’s three boys all got married – wonderful!

Justin Flemmer married Bonnie Mego in Johannesburg on (I think) 19th May 

Peter Flemmer married Carli Jean Saxby in Irene on the 15th September

Keith Flemmer married Sarah Mendell on Cape Town on 1st December

I was hoping to see my dear East London cousins and partake of their generous hospitality on a visit for a cousin of Judy’s who wedding in East London on the 1st December only to find the whole tribe was heading down here for Keith’s nuptials – a great pity! The only person I saw was Shirley and her daughters Athalie and Aeron, when by chance we met them at that famous roadside stall near Port Elizabeth.

Sadly my step mother Lucy died at the grand old age of 98 in Melbourne on 17th September.

And so, good people we come to the end of Circular number 52. It only remains for me to wish all of the far flung family everything of the best for a happy and peaceful festive season and a good and prosperous 2013

Til next time

Steve
