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Circular 51/12 May 2012
Hello Everyone,

I can’t believe that this is the first circular I’ve sent out this year! My apologies. I could trot out a whole lot of tired excuses among them tempus fugit but the fact is I seem to have been busy and you know how it is. Anyway better late then never. Tomorrow we leave for five weeks in Greece so if I don’t get this off today who knows when I will find the time when I get back. 
On this trip our whole family is going along and we are all looking forward to a great holiday. All in all there will be seven of us including our wonderful grand daughter Ella who is 14 months old now and, as you would expect, a delightful child. I have been in charge of all travel arrangements which have only been slightly less complicated than Operation Overlord (the D Day landings for you youngsters) but all seems to be in place and we are set to go. As I’m sure everyone knows Greece is going through interesting times to put it mildly although I expect nothing much will be different on Antiparos. There has been a bit of a run on banks as Greeks withdraw their Euros and it may be that the banks run out of notes – we shall see. Possibly a barter system will emerge in which case Judy and I will have to think about swapping our dear children’s’ labour for food and drink if the worst comes to the worst. A report will follow in due course assuming we eventually get home.
There is a bit of family news to relate perhaps the most interesting being from Peter, son of the notorious Dan of the East London Flemmer tribe. Peter wrote to me in December: 
Just to let you cousins know that the long term, careful genetic selection has been done, and not 1, not 2, but all 3 Flemmer boys have now selected wives and got engaged this year – Keith snuck in at the last getting engaged in New York just 3 days ago.  Justin is engaged to Bonnie Mego from JHB, Keith to Sarah Mendell from New York and I am engaged to Carli Saxby from Irene, Centurion. All very nice girls with child-bearing hips. Just give us a couple of years for the Flemmer breeding program to get underway.
This is wonderful news and we wish all of them well. Hopefully these poor girls are all forewarned as to what it means to be inducted officially into this branch of the family – a process not for the faint of heart. I believe Justin got married in Johannesburg this last weekend and I await further despatches in due course.

In fact we saw Peter Flemmer in Cape Town in March when he was down for a visit. Terry and Anthea were on a welcome visit from Australia and Sally and Mike de Villiers invited us all to a braai. It was a wonderful event – like a mini family reunion. All of Sal and Mike’s children and grandchildren were there and it was so nice to catch up again. I think there were 19 of us in all for lunch - a noisy and enjoyable affair.

Our big news is that our daughter Kate married her Steve here in Kalk Bay on the 17th March. Many of their friends had flown out from the UK and other parts of the world for the great day. As Kalk Bay is a small village, Kate had arranged for a fiddler and piano accordionist to lead us through the cobbled streets to the reception which was about 150m from our house and it was a wonderful event. There were many compliments from the guests who seemed to be really struck by Kalk Bay and the informality of the whole day.
The only other bit of news was a new arrival (surely there must be more?) when Geoff Pallister wrote to tell me that his daughter and son in law Cheryl and David Stead had welcomed Nathan Joel Stead in Johannesburg on 2nd January 2012. Wonderful news and congratulations to all concerned.
Out of the blue I had an email from someone writing a book on early European settlers in East Africa. He had come across the name of Andreas Salvator Flemmer (b Korsor Denmark 1850) – as we know, one of the Flemmer children who came to South Africa as a little boy. The researcher had found me on that wonderful Flemmer website and sent me various entries about Salavator’s business dealings in early Kenya, the last being ‘A well known and respected man’ I was able to send off a photo for inclusion in the book.
A couple of weeks ago I was told by the Genealogical Society of South Africa (GSSA) that I had been recognised with a merit award at their last AGM, for my Flemmer and Delbridge books. This was a nice surprise and Judy and I went to a presentation at their meeting in Bellville. I have to say I found it all a bit embarrassing and as we know there were many other people (not least Fay Lea) who played a very big part in the Flemmer book. So there we are, fame at last and I’m told you Facebook types will be able to see a stern looking photo of me on the GSSA Facebook page. Anyone wanting an autograph please send the necessary cheque with s.a.e. to the address above.
And on that note dear people I leave you to go and pack my bags

Till next time

Steve
