[image: image1.jpg]


FLEMMER FAMILY CIRCULAR





 21 Windsor Road Kalk Bay 7975 South Africa





      Phone 21-7885113   Fax 021-7889324






Email arcadia@49er.co.za

Greetings Good People!




 Circular 57/17 December 2014

With the worldwide centenary commemorations of the start of the First World War so much in the news I thought we should remember our own Flemmer heroes – one of whom made the ultimate sacrifice at Delville Wood. We owe much to these men and all the men and women who served in this conflict and in WWII. Flemmers that I know of who served in the Great War and who are mentioned in the SA Flemmer History are:

Arthur Claude Flemmer 1884 – 1951 (son of Christian Ludwig Flemmer). Claude is unique and while by all accounts  not a warrior, he first served with the Anglo Boer War forces in 1903. In 1914 aged 31 he signed up with the 9th SA Infantry Regiment. After service in the arduous German South West Africa (Namibia) campaign, he was shipped to East Africa for the German East Africa campaign leaving his wife and two small children in Pretoria. He was more fortunate than many South African soldiers as he contracted and survived malaria (many didn’t) and was sent back to South Africa. In 1940, aged 56 he signed up again and saw service in the Remount Depot in South Africa. As I said – unique in serving as a volunteer in three major conflicts.
Victor Wilks Flemmer (1894 – 1985) (son of Töger August Abo Flemmer) joined the Cradock Commando and then volunteered for service in the German South West Africa campaign. Returning to Cape Town he was with the SA Field Artillery when he was shipped to France in 1915 where he saw 3 years service in those appalling conditions before being discharged with severe neuritis. Victor is I’m sure the only Flemmer to face military charges. He was under suspicion as a possible German spy. As an artillery spotter his role was to direct fire by the use of red and green flags. He had done this very badly hence the enquiry. Fortunately a doctor examined him and found he was colour blind and not a spy after all! He was discharged as unfit after many months of medical treatment for neuritis in 1918.

Waldemar Kjeldberg Flemmer (1886 – 1953) (son of Hans Christian Flemmer) – my great – uncle. After winning a Rhodes Scholarship and playing scrum half at Oxford, Waldemar came back to Johannesburg and at the outbreak of the War signed up with the 1St Mounted Brigade of the 4th South African Horse.  In 1916 he left to fight with the troops in German East Africa from where he returned safely in 1918.
Wilfred Hopley Flemmer (1892 – 1916) (son of Christian August Flemmer) – and another great uncle of mine. I mentioned Wilfred in the last circular as Dani Herrmann in New Zealand had used part of his war history in a school paper through which she had been awarded a bursary to France. While in Greece I heard from Anthony Flemmer (son of Brian and Ang) to say that he had bought a WWI medal of Wilfred’s – it was wonderful to hear it was back in the family. I have now sent Anthony the commemorative scroll sent to the families of those who died. What a strange journey it’s been on – London to Steynsburg to end up in Cape Town and now via East London to Jersey. 

Wilfred was the only serving member of the family to die in WWI. He was a 2nd Lieutenant and it’s hard to comprehend but on the 14th of August when the battle started there were 121 officers. When the remnants of the Brigade emerged after six days of hell there were three officers of whom two were wounded. 
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Wilfred Hopley Flemmer died aged 24 at Delville Wood. His scroll reads:

HE WHOM THIS SCROLL COMMEMORATES WAS NUMBERED AMONG THOSE WHO, AT THE CALL OF KING AND COUNTRY, LEFT ALL THAT WAS DEAR TO THEM, ENDURED HARDNESS, FACED DANGER AND FINALLY PASSED OUT OF THE SIGHT OF MEN BY THE PATH OF DUTY AND SELF-SACRIFICE, GIVING UP THEIR OWN LIVES THAT OTHERS MIGHT LIVE IN FREEDOM
           LET THOSE WHO COME AFTER SEE TO THAT HIS NAME BE NOT FORGOTTEN

Sobering words – who knows how many more Flemmers there would have been around but for this.
All is well in Kalk Bay and it seems hard to believe that it’s nearly two months since we got back from another arduous trip to ‘our’ small Greek island where we, as ever, had a wonderful time. And now Christmas and the whole festive season is upon us again as we eagerly await the arrival of our Jbg family – Kate, Steve, Ella and young Greg for their own holiday by the sea. Happy Days to be with family at this time of the year.

On the family news front I have heard very little since I last wrote in August. Except of course the wonderful news that another Flemmer had arrived. This was Benjamin Daniel Flemmer born on 1st of October 2014, the son of Peter and Carli Flemmer [nee Saxby] and of course grandson of the infamous Dan Flemmer of East London and his wife Pat. Congratulations to all concerned.

And the very good news is that after the appeal for someone to take on the website it’s great that Colleen Flemmer in New Zealand has volunteered  and is busy revamping and modernising – many thanks Coll!

To end, let me wish you and your families a happy and peaceful Christmas and everything of the best for 2015.  Steve
