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FLEMMER FAMILY CIRCULAR





 21 Windsor Road Kalk Bay 7975 South Africa





      Phone 21-7885113   Fax 021-7889324






Email arcadia@49er.co.za

Greetings One and All!




Circular 58/12 August 2015

Well you could have knocked me down with a feather when one of the more alert members of the world wide family network (and yes they do exist) pointed out to me that the last Circular was December last year! I was convinced that one had gone out in March 2015 – but no it hadn’t. So my apologies for the long silence but as only one person of the 130 or so who get these mails noticed I don’t feel too bad.

Christmas and New Year seem a long, long time ago and I hope that you and yours are all well. We have had a lot of family time I’m glad to say, with visits from our Australian and Jbg families in March, visits to Jbg. to catch up with our grandkids and so on and so forth. 

And talking of family connections, I had a great story from Nola Herrmann (McBean) in New Zealand. In re - starting  the Family Recipe Project (see below) Nola realised that there was a Pickford family living in Hamilton, 10 minutes from her home. She managed to get hold of Andrew Pickford and they have now met up at Nola’s house and exchanged family news. Andrew is the son of Beryl Flemmer and Dale Pickford. As Nola is the daughter of Margie Flemmer and Duncan McBean she and Andrew are fourth cousins.  It’s a small world and it seems there is no escaping the Flemmer connection!  They also found out that Nola had taught one of the Pickford children – to quote Nola’s email:
“It’s amazing how one thing leads to another - recipes submitted in 2005 by Beryl Pickford have led me to discover that I have a Flemmer cousin (Beryl's son) literally down the road in Hamilton, New Zealand!  
His kids go to the same primary school as ours did and, amazingly enough, I taught one of them nearly three years ago while on a practicum for my graduate diploma!  I even wrote something for her learning profile about a beautiful drawing she did of her family camping on their front lawn!  There were about 80 kids at that centre and I only wrote a handful of 'learning stories' as we call them, in the few weeks I was there - incredible that one should have been for my little cousin!”

Fay and I were also very pleased to have news of Beryl who has always been so interested in the wider Flemmer family.  We had lost contact with her and hear she has moved from New Zealand and now lives with her son, Murray in Brisbane.  We send her all good wishes. 
Flemmer and related families Recipe Challenge. Nola and Fay have revived the Family Recipe project I’m glad to say. In 2005 Fay had the idea of putting together a collection of family favourite recipes. These would not only preserve them for future generations but would also be a way of remembering family. Needless to say you might also get a good meal out of it! Fay collected about 25 recipes and we now want to move the project off the back burner so to speak. The idea is that each recipe would be published on line and will be available via a link from the family website and/or Facebook pages in due course with a short ‘story’ and picture of the person who had originally used the recipe. 
So how about it? Please don’t delete this message or say ‘I’ll get on to this sometime’ – dig through those old family recipe books and send in your entry with some information on the family member concerned – or simply send the recipe in. I think this is a great idea. Send your recipes to Fay Lea at cancun@icon.co.za or Nola Herrmann noladean@xtra.co.nz NOW.

I recently had a mail from Colleen Flemmer who as you may remember is that brave person who undertook to manage the Flemmer website and in fact rejig and modernise it. This has proved to be a bigger job than first thought but progress is being made and more news on this project will follow. 

And speaking of the website I was pleased to get an sms from my bank to say that dear Joan Geyser had contributed R100 to the website cost for which many thanks Joan. The ‘fund’ will run out in about March next year and I will be passing around the begging bowl in due course.

I have had had absolutely no news of births in the family since last year – please remember to keep us posted – we really are keen to know about these things.
I have heard of three deaths since last I wrote:

Lionel Naested died in Port Elizabeth 27th November 2014. I was very sorry to hear this news from his daughter Julie. We are all directly related to the Danish Naesteds and Lionel was the only Naested I had ever met.

Graham Kenneth Gill son of Dené Constance Gill (Flemmer) died in Cape Town on the 22nd April 2015.

John Marius Flemmer son of Owen Flemmer died in East London on the 4th of August 2015. ‘Johnny’ was my cousin and we grew up together in Rhodesia – I have many fond memories of him

To all of these families our condolences. 

Judy and I set off for another Greek expedition in a couple of weeks’ time and we’re looking forward to some sun after a cold Cape winter. Like all good Greeks we will have our cash under the mattress.
Best wishes

Steve
