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Circular 50/11 December 2011
Hello Everyone,

Yes indeed – it is I, after a circular silence since April. But at last, inundated with requests by family (not!) for an update – here I am. The observant among you will have noticed that this is circular number 50 – a milestone. When last I wrote back in April I said that we were approaching this historical event and that I would welcome ideas to include in this edition. I was not at all surprised to be met by the customary stony silence, so I will just have to proceed on my own.
As a matter of interest I looked up Circular No.1, written 16 years ago on the 6th March 1995. It was the start of the great Flemmer and descendants project which led eventually to the enjoyable family reunions Fay and I organized first in Kalk Bay and then the two wonderful events in Cradock. The first circular was sent out snail mail, a term most of us didn’t even know in those long ago days. It’s a time a bit difficult to even recall now – pre the general use of the internet and the world wide web. Speaking of which of course, Terry set up the excellent Flemmer family website to cover the reunions and the papers that were presented plus some relevant books and other pieces. The 2006 reunion coincided with the publication of The Story of the South African Flemmers and that was also added to the website for those who did not order their copy in time. I’m sure you will be surprised to know that our website had received 23 000 visits in the last 12 months. I think this is remarkable – all those thousands of people all over the world who have at read at least something about the family. If you haven’t looked at the site you really should – click on this link http://www.flemmerfamily.co.za/  
And let’s not forget family members who are no longer with us and the many weddings celebrated and the babies born into the family since 1995. The first birth ‘announced’ through the circulars was Nolan and Jennie Flemmer’s granddaughter Athalie, born on the 9th December 1997. From then on I included news of deaths, marriages and births as I heard about them. Sadly, I do not get as many notices as I used to, which is a pity and a puzzle, because it is so much easier to spread the news these days. I did get notice of two births since last I wrote and we welcome these little bundles of joy to the world wide family. Congratulations to all concerned. They are 

Wihan Hendrik Visser born 24th June 2011, the son of Petrus Wilhelm and Anja Visser and granddaughter of Elsa Viviers (De Vries Flemmer) and 

Abigail May Flemmer born 8th July 2011, daughter of David and Cath Flemmer and granddaughter of Nolan and Jennie.

Looking ahead as we must, I will continue to send these newsletters out from time to time. I am keen to get on to the history of our common ancestors, the von Abos, as I feel sure this will make for very interesting reading. I already have a lot of research material to assimilate and sift through. In an amazing coincidence Terry and Anthea were recently on a European cruise when they met the only other South Africans aboard – none other than Crawford von Abo and his wife! It is indeed a small world. Through this I am now in contact with Crawford’s son-in-law in Pretoria who apparently has a lot of von Abo material which he’s said he will bring with him on his next visit to Cape Town. And so it goes.

But I have put the von Abo project on hold for the time being to concentrate on putting the story of my father Ronnie Herbert and his ancestors together. Once I’ve done this will I get stuck into the von Abos, so you will just have to be patient. Talking of the Herbert History, Terry (that’s the third time he’s got a mention in this newsletter!!) has suggested that we should write a blog to keep anyone interested in my projects up to speed on the story, and perhaps allow them to make their own comments and suggestions. I think this is a good idea. You may not be specifically interested in the Herbert family – fascinating though we are – but you may well see interesting information and research pointers to those of you working on your own family histories. Go to the blog and have a look at the early posts – it’s at  http://safricanherbert.blogspot.com  
Fay and I have vaguely discussed another family reunion in Cradock. It seems the year to have it would be 2013 – the 160th anniversary of the Flemmers’ arrival there. We need to give this a lot of thought as it is a big effort to get the reunion together and we would need to know how many people would be interested in coming to such a momentous event. If you have any thoughts on this please let me know. Otherwise watch this space.

For our part life continues very pleasantly for us here in Kalk Bay. I did tell you that our own granddaughter Ella had been born in April, so she’s 8 months old now. We’re lucky to see a lot of her and as one would expect, she is a lovely child, now crawling all over the place and trying to stand up. Judy and also managed to get to ‘our’ Greek island twice this year – it really is a little paradise as I think I’ve said before. All that you may have seen about Greece and the Athens riots is in another world altogether when we are there. 
For my part, I completed and had published the book I have been slaving over about Judy’s Delbridge family and her Cornish ancestors. It was a lot of work, but the finished product is very good even if I say so myself and the family are delighted. It’s an indication of how costs have increased and how lucky we were when the Flemmer book was printed in 2006 at a cost of about R200 per book. Using Judy’s cousin’s resources and contacts, which reduced costs, the Delbridge book, which had a similar print run (100) to the Flemmer book, cost R650 each to produce.

And on that note I leave you good people. We hope you have a happy and blessed Christmas and wish you everything of the very best for 2012. 

Best wishes

Steve
