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FLEMMER FAMILY CIRCULAR





 21 Windsor Road Kalk Bay 7975 South Africa





      Phone 21-7885113   Fax 021-7889324






Email arcadia@49er.co.za

Greetings one and all,





Circular 59/16 January 2016
Let me start by wishing you and all of your family, scattered as we are around the globe, all the very best for 2016. Time passes and I was quite surprised when I was looking at my old circulars file to see that the first Flemmer circular was posted from Holland in March of 1995. Amazing that the 21st anniversary is coming up and to think that still hardly anyone reads them (this is – I hope – a joke!)

Which brings me to one of my favourite gripes – and that is that we are getting no feedback or news for our far flung family and distant relatives. What is going on out there? I wish I knew!

Since  writing in August last year I did hear from Joan Warren ( daughter of Madge Distin Flemmer) with the sad news that her greatly loved husband John had passed away in the early hours of his birthday morning on the 10th May 2015. John was born in Kimberley in 1929 and I well remember meeting John and Joan at a Cradock Reunion. So my condolences to her and her family.

Other good and positive news is about the Flemmer website. I mentioned that for her sins dear Colleen Flemmer, based in New Zealand, had volunteered to take on the management of the site. Progress has been steady despite lack of cooperation from the South African hosters of the site. Colleen also has a busy life so it’s very much fitting in the Flemmer site work to a busy schedule. Despite all this she has redesigned and modernised the site and it’s well worth a look – just click http://www.flemmerfamily.co.za/ . It’s looking great and thank you Coll! There’s still work to be done, parts to be added. Many more photos will be added but meantime click on the photos to scroll through for some happy memories of reunions past. 

Needless to say if you have any ideas or suggestions for additions or improvements please let us know. 

As I say there is more work to be done and this is by no means the finished product.

And just on the subject of the website. I am always pleased and surprised when out of the blue some distant relative writes in asking for information on long lost relatives. One such recently was a relative of Kit Carter’s (Mike Heathcote) writing from the oasis of Al Ain in the UAE – I think the most exotic location I’ve heard from to date. 

I also had a mail from a distant cousin of Judy’s writing from Brussels and looking for information on her extended family. And so it goes.

In other news, Fay and I have recently been in touch with a site that commemorates South Africans who have served in the military – see http://www.southafricawargraves.org/. You can search this site for members of your own family who might have died on active service. If you type Flemmer into the Search facility you will see the graves of Wilfred Hopley, Wilfred Anthony and Edward Lawrence Flemmer come up. I have recently sent photos of the two Wilfreds and no doubt they will be loaded on to the site shortly. We think this is a wonderful project – hundreds of records recording these men and women – have a look and look for your own family too.

In an idle moment recently I searched the SA Archives data base and was surprised to see more Flemmer files had been added to the list. I had gone through all available ones at the time I researched the Story of the South African Flemmers. There’s more work to be done! But a file that caught my eye was the estate file of my grandmother Kathleen Flemmer (Nolan Neylan). It included the joint will with my grandfather Marius Toger Flemmer, their antenuptial contract among much else. But I think what really interested me (and I think many of us ‘East London’ Flemmer descendants) was a listing of the house at Bonza Bay in the contract. 
In 1903 it was valued at a surprising £825. Given that at the time it was a long, long way from East London and it didn’t include the land, this was a lot of money. Roughly in today’s terms it would be £79, 120 or R1, 850, 000. I can remember my Mom telling me that when she was a girl it was virtually a day’s trek with the ox wagon out there for the summer holidays. I suppose now it’s no more than 10 minutes by car from the Nahoon River.

The mention of Bonza Bay brought back many good memories for me. After a three day trip by car or train from Salisbury to East London we would spend weeks at the Bonza Bay camp. There was no running water or electricity and a drop toilet down in the bushes. There were I think three pretty ramshackle buildings and a constant stream of cousins, uncle and aunts coming to visit or stay. It was heaven, totally unspoilt and a place where we kids could run wild from morning til night. What a wonderful place it was.
And so I end off on that happy note. We hope you had a wonderful festive season. We certainly did with Kate and Steve and our grandchildren down from Johannesburg – you can’t beat family I say. We have also just had a visit from Marc and Dani Herrmann from New Zealand – according to my family tree calculator my first cousins, twice removed. It was great to meet them again after seeing them here in Kalk Bay when they were only nippers.

Til next time. And PLEASE send in your news!

Steve

