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FLEMMER FAMILY CIRCULAR





 21 Windsor Road Kalk Bay 7975 South Africa





      Phone 21-7885113   Fax 021-7889324






Email arcadia@49er.co.za

Greetings One & All,
 



Circular 61/17 January 2017

First of all let me wish all of you and your nearest and dearest all good things for 2017 and the years ahead. Carpe diem!

We got back from Greece and my wonderful family 70th there in mid-October and then the time slipped by and my Christmas message never went out.

Into the breach has stepped my collaborator for so many years on matters Flemmer and related – Fay Lea. To set out her pedigree as she has done for some of us (see below): Fay Lea (1944 - ). Fay’s mother was Phyllis Elaine Flemmer Flemmer and her grandfather Arthur Claude Flemmer. It’s no exaggeration for me to say that I doubt that much of what has been achieved over the years of the Flemmer/von Abo history front would have been possible without Fay. And that includes the reunions, the collecting and collating of a wonderful collection of photos and documents and much more. I would not have achieved what has been achieved without Fay’s encouragement and back up. For the first time in 61 editions of the Circulars someone else has written one! Bravo Fay:
I would like to pay tribute to several members of our amazing Flemmer family.

1. My grandfather’s oldest sister - Anna Louis Rous neė Flemmer (1874-1941) 

Without her account of the Flemmer Family History -The Little Dane, written before 1937 we would have little insight into many of the family stories we know today. (This was the beginning of my 25 year journey with genealogy and family history.)

She was ten years older than my grandfather (Arthur Claude Flemmer 1884-1951) and from the Little Dane one gets the impression she was very protective of all her siblings. She had a great influence on my mother – Claude’s eldest daughter – Phyllis Mast-Ingle neė Flemmer, buying her school uniforms and inviting her to Tafelberg Hall, where she remembered attending dance parties, arriving in a donkey cart, from the neighbouring farm.   These acts of kindness would fade into the mists of time, but to those involved it becomes the threads that bind the family across the generations. See the Flemmer website http://www.flemmerfamily.co.za/publications-c7w1
2. Joan Olive Geyser neė Flemmer (1928- ) who spent hours typing out the story of the Little Dane and distributing it to members of the family.  In doing this the family had access to this account and the document has been preserved. See the foreword to The Little Dane on our website 

3. The Late Terry Herbert (1942-2014) who did such a great job in setting up the first website. It took up a great deal of his time and many contacts were made around the world through his efforts. He is greatly missed by the family.

4. Colleen Flemmer (1967- ) who quietly handles the difficult task of the family website. She stepped in and took over so smoothly after Terry’s untimely passing.  You are urged to drop in and have a look at the interesting articles and photo’s that are on the website. We have no less than 72 Who’s who articles written by family members in the early 2000’s.  I’m sure many are now out of date and could do with updating. See http://www.flemmerfamily.co.za/alphabetical-list
5. And last, but no means least - my third cousin, Steve Herbert (1946- ) Joan Geyser introduced us in 1992 when we both contacted her for information regarding the Flemmer Family. Steve’s mother was Kathleen Norah Herbert neė Flemmer (1913-1972) daughter of Marius Toger Flemmer (1875-1965) and Kathleen Nolan Neylan.  After investing great deal of time and money researching, Steve produced Part 1 of the Flemmer Family History.  For this the descendants of this family will always be in his debt. See http://www.flemmerfamily.co.za/the-danish-flemmer-family And as he says in the foreword:  Like a family, its history is a story with no beginning and no end. 
The famous Flemmer Family Reunions (2001, 2003 & 2006) brought family members together and put names to faces and friendships for the cousins who had not seen one another in years – or had never met. These were again thanks to Steve and in no small way Judy, his wife. 

Steve completed another incredible book on the South African Flemmer Family in 2006.  This book brought the history of the family up to date at the time of writing, but now ten years later many new members of the family have joined us and sadly some of the older members are no longer with us. 

To each of these family members who have contributed to the recording of our family history I would like to thank you on behalf of the entire Flemmer family and those generations in the future. 

Please remember Steve’s words: It is truly like a combination of detective work and building a jigsaw. Seemingly insignificant pieces of information combine and slowly the picture begins to emerge… 

It is your small ‘insignificant pieces of information’ which makes up this wonderful history of the South African Flemmer Family History. Please keep sending them together with news of matches, hatches and dispatches, so we can keep the family tree up to date. Perhaps we can persuade ‘someone’ in the family to organise another Family Reunion or even another book!  
Fay Lea neė Mast-Ingle.

To conclude on a sombre note. I was told by Maree Lascaris (Richards) that her mother Ann (Hodgson) had died aged 90 in Johannesburg on the 1st September 2015. I was very sorry to hear this as Ann was a stalwart of family history and I had met her many times. She was a link to my own past as her mother Constance Eloise Flemmer was my mother’s aunt and the families were close in the ‘old days’. Ann made available many old family photos from a wonderful collection she had – and these were used in the Flemmer book, preserving them for future generations.
I also saw in the paper that Christopher Rainier-Pope had died in Cape Town on the 1st December. Chris’ wife Jill (Cole-Rous) is the great granddaughter of the ‘Little Dane’ Anna Louise Flemmer. I remember them well from the reunions.
Our sympathies and condolences to both families

And that, good people is that – isn’t anyone getting born out there?
Steve Herbert
