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Email arcadia@49er.co.za

Greetings Good People,





Circular 55/14 April 2014
And so the months roll by. In the November circular I appealed for contributions to the running of the Flemmer website and would like to thank the following people for their generosity:

Pad Herbert

Lindi Plumbly

Joan Geyser

Dan ‘The Man’ Flemmer

Mike De Villiers
Fay Lea

Jill Moffett

Yvonne Swemmer

Jim Cole-Rous

Thanks one and all! Jim wrote to me from the USA offering his generous contribution and we arranged this via PayPal – an easy and cheap way to make international payments. For anyone out there who would still like to contribute the details are: 

Standard Bank Fish Hoek Branch code 036009

Account number 270363211 S W Herbert

Please put you initial and surname as the reference so we know who our benefactors are!

The most important piece of family news I have (perhaps I’m biased) is that our daughter Kate and her husband Steve Wardle had a bouncing baby boy who was born at their home in Johannesburg on Christmas morning. The little chap was about 10 days early but arrived safely. They are all with us on holiday at the moment and I can say without doubt that Gregory is thriving. A prop forward in the making.
Not to be outdone Fay wrote to tell me that Brian had a great grandson – Charlie Allan Clarke born in New Zealand at 12.23 on the 31st December – so good news all round.
The last few months have been very busy with one thing and another but have also been a time of family in the sense of the extended family. To wit as the lawyers among us would say:

When we were in Johannesburg in January to meet our new arrival I called in to see Ann Richards and her daughter Maree Lascaris. It was good to see them again after several years. Ann (born 1925) has always been so interested in family history and in the early days of research into the Flemmer book was an invaluable source of information and particularly photos – many of which found a place in the book and online. It was great to catch up again.

In February I was again in Jbg. Kate had been in contact with the Flemmdogs who turned up en masse for tea with wives and children in tow. It was a great afternoon with lots of laughs. For those of you not in the know I should say that the Flemmdogs are the quiet and refined sub tribe of the East London Flemmers. So David (son of Nolan) Justin, Keith and Peter (sons of the aforesaid Dan) – were all there most with wives. Alas of course it was far too late to let these innocents know what they had let themselves in for. It was good to see them all.
I mentioned last time that Fay and I were dusting off our von Abo research and I have to confess that for my part it has only got as far as dusting off. There is a very interesting story to be told here and as all South African Flemmer descendants are also von Abo descendants I must get on with it. 

We had the pleasure of having two real live von Abos staying with us recently – Yvonne Swemmer (von Abo) and Randle Minton (von Abo). It was good to catch up although the cause of family research was not advanced much. Yvonne has put me in contact with Nikki von Abo and I am hopeful that she will send me copies of information she has so I can compare it with my Danish information. Just on this subject – does anyone know how we can contact Crawford von Abo? I am told that he has information about the early von Abos in Estonia and I would like to hear more about this.

In other news I had an email out of the blue from Joan Warren asking if there were any Flemmer books available. Unfortunately not, but I was able to send her one of the CDs Terry made years ago. As we have said many times the information is available on the Flemmer website. More and more schools are setting family history projects and this website is an invaluable aid in family research.

In March my brother Pad and I flew to Melbourne to visit Terry. He needs no introduction to people reading this circular! It is Terry we have to thank for our wonderful website and for sending these messages out to the wide world. It was great to see him and Anthea again and to catch up – also to have a good laugh and talk about the good old days when we were growing up. We also caught up with our nephew and his family –which was wonderful. Matt and Dani have charming daughters of 10 and 8 who we had never met and we were so pleased to meet them at last. 

All of what I have written here as you will see, is about family and the links and ties that bind us together through time and place. I for one feel fortunate to be part of this historic web. Please keep the news coming in

Best wishes

Steve 
