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      Phone 21-7885113   Fax 021-7889324






Email arcadia@49er.co.za

Hello Folks,





Circular 56/14 August 2014
Well here we are again – as I write this a massive gale force wind is battering the house here in good old Kalk Bay. Spectacular if you are safe and warm inside!  I’ve probably said this before but I always think of our ancestors, and Toger von Abo particularly, beating around the Cape in their tiny sailing ships. Simonstown, across the way from us was the Dutch East India Company winter anchorage and it must have been a huge relief to reach the shelter of this small bay in these conditions.

All of you on the email list will have had the notice about the death in Melbourne of my brother Terry. I was glad I managed to get there and spend his last few days with him. As I said he will be sorely missed not only by us as a family but by the wider world wide Flemmer network for which he did so much in the interests of family history. I apologise for not having told the people on the snail mail list, time did not permit. Thank you to the many people who wrote to us – I tried to answer you all individually. After getting back from Australia it was a confusing and busy time, so any of you I didn’t write to – I’m sure you will understand the situation.

As I’m sure you know Terry was the webmaster of our wonderful Flemmer and family website. It’s an area I know virtually nothing about and I’m wondering if any of you out there would be prepared to take on this task. It certainly is not much work I know that but it is important for all of us that the site is ‘managed’.  Is there a volunteer who could let me know?

One of the people who wrote me a wonderful message after Terry’s death was Ron Body, to tell me the sad news that Heather, his wife of 57 years had passed away in Canada on the 8th May 2013. Our condolences to Ron and his family.

Life goes on the saying goes and I’m glad to report the arrival of Adam Maxwell Ransome born to Suzette Ransome on 2nd June 2014 in Miami U.S.A. Adam is the grandson of Glenn and Joyce Ransome (Flemmer). Congratulations to all concerned. 

As you know in past circulars I have thanked the people who have contributed generously to the upkeep of the website. Since last writing there have been other contributors and I thank them very much:

Ted Gilfillan

Geoff Pallister
Jill Rainier-Pope 
Joan Warren

For those whose conscious may be pricked the deposit details are 

Standard Bank Fish Hoek Branch code 036009

Account number 270363211 S W Herbert

Please put you initial and surname as the reference so we know who our benefactors are!
I’m always pleased and pleasantly surprised when our worldwide information network comes together as the saying goes. So here is a story. When we were in Greece in June I picked up a mail from Nola Herrmann (daughter of Duncan and Marge McBean (Flemmer). As she lives in New Zealand I hadn’t seen her for years. I’ve always thought of Nola as my niece although for the pedants out there she’s my first cousin once removed. Anyway….

Nola’s daughter, Dani, had entered a competition for a bursary that would take her on a two month trip to France. The theme was family involvement in the First War. They had picked up information on the website of Wilfred Hopley Flemmer (or granduncle!) who had died aged 24 with thousands at the tragedy of Delville Wood. But the question to me in Greece was did we have any other information? As it happens I had been given a commemoration plaque and scroll by one of the Vermaaks.

But I was in Greece, so what to do?  When in doubt ask Fay is my experience! It happened Fay was in Namibia but had her laptop with her and was able to send photos of the plaque and scroll to Nola in New Zealand. Fantastic bit of international cooperation.

The end of this tale is that using the Flemmer information and research on her own English, German and Scottish ancestors Dani submitted her entry and won one of the bursaries. Congratulations to her.

So good people – a good demonstration of international family co-operation. As importantly – a demonstration of the value of the information on our website. More and more schools are setting family history assignments – lead your kids and grandkids to the Flemmer website.

We leave for a well-deserved break in Greece on Wednesday. Till next time.
Steve Herbert

Kalk Bay

